




re92l

ringed beak to 12 x 6 mm; epicarp smooth,
becoming striate on dryng; mesocarp thin,
pale, inner fibers of mesocarp broad, black,
conspicuous, closely adhering to the endo-
carp; endocarp thin, closely adhering to
the seed. Seed to 25 x l5 mm; endosperm
deeply ruminate, embryo basal. Seedling
leaf bifid (Fis. l).

Distribution: Sumatra (Sumatera Utara)
and Peninsular Malavsia.

S p ecim,ens Examin ed : PENINSULAR
MALAYSIA.  Terengganu:  Besut ,  Ulu
Sungei Kemia, alt. 530 m. CockburnFRI
B2l2 (KEP); Besut. Ulu Setiu Forest
Reserve, alt. 500 m, Dransfeld et al.
JD5I78 (holotype K: isotype KEP), alt.
5O m, Dransf.eld et al. JD5 I 69 (K, KEP);
Ulu Nerus Forest Reserve. alt. 200 m.
Dransf.eld et al. JD65I I (K, KEP). Johor:
Labis Forest Reserve. lf 
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FRI 32485 (KEP). Perak: Upper Perak,
Belum Forest Reserve. alt. 800 m. Lim
Chong-Keat  et  aL.90 069.  90 , '524,90/

542 (K, KEP).
SUMATRA. Sumatera L tara: Langkat,

Bohorok, Bukit Lar.'ang. alt. 500 m,
Dransf.eld et al. JD3ll+ (BO), JD3l45
(BO),  JD3l70 (BO),  JD3263 (BO, K) .

In Peninsular Malavsia -lreca tunku rs
a palm of hill dipterocarp forest: in Suma-
tra it occurs in similar habitats. The North
Sumatran population seems to consist of
plants at the small end of the range of
variation. Within populations in Tereng-
ganu, the range of variation is consider-
able, making suspect anv separation of the
Sumatran plants on the basi-. of size alone.

The uniseriate staminate florrers (Fig.
l) suggest that Areca tunku is a member
of Wendland and Drude's section Arecella
in Furtado's sense (Furtado 1933). The
swollen frequently purplish rachillae (Figs.
1,4) seem to suggest a relationship with
Areca jugahpunya J. Dransf. and A.
ahrnadii J. Dransf. (Dransfield 1984), two
Bornean species, However, these two spe-
cies are immediately distinguishable by their
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acaulescent habit; furthermore A. ahma-
dii has interfoliar inflorescences with very
long peduncles and slender, less strongly
beaked fruit, while A. jugahpunya is a
much more massive palm, with a short
peduncle as in A. tunku, but with much
larger inflorescences with many (20)
rachillae and large staminate flowers with
petals connate for half their length. The
peduncle form and colors of the inflores-
cence make A. tunku especially distinctive
and striking.
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