
NOTE. This unusual species is immediately recognis-
able by its acaulescent habit and relatively large
entire bifid dark green leaves, each with a central
pale yellow band. The inflorescence is sparsely and
divaricately branched and is partially hidden among
leaf litter on the ground. Apart from being obviously
allied to other species with three antepetalous stamens,
its relationships are not clear.

SPECIMENS SEEN. Mananara Avaratra: 10 km west of Antanambe, Oct.
1991 (fl.), Beentje 4475 (K, TAN); idem, April 1992 (fl.,fr.), Beentje &
Dransfield 4626 (Holotype K; isotypes BH, MO, P, TAN ). 
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This is one of the smallest members of the genus. It
is an attractive species with mid green, deeply pli-
cate leaves and short, squat inflorescences hidden
among the leaf bases. It is found in very humid low-
land forest on the western side of the Masoala
Peninsula. The species name is derived from the
Greek for thick branches.

DISTRIBUTION. Masoala Peninsula.
HABITAT.  Lowland forest, on steep slopes and in
humid valley bottoms; to 400 m.
LOCAL NAMES. Not recorded.
USES. Not recorded.
CONSERVATION STATUS. Vulnerable. Only known from
two sites.
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Dypsis beentjei. Whole plant, showing the pale stripe along
the midrib, Mananara Avaratra (Beentje et al. 4626).
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Dypsis pachyramea J. Dransf. sp. nov.
habitu et forma inflorescentia congesta rachillis brevibus crassisque
D. angustifoliae superficialiter similis sed gregem specierum floribus
staminatis triandris staminibus antepetalis, staminodiis antesepalis
alternantibus pertinens. Typus: Madagascar, Masoala, Hiaraka,
Dransfield et al. JD6362 (Holotypus K; isotypi BH, MO, P, TAN).

Slender clustering undergrowth palmlet occurring in rather dense
stands. STEMS to 50 cm tall, usually less, decumbent, rooting at
the ground and sprouting at the rooting point, 7–8 mm diam., in the
upper part obscured by marcescent leaf sheaths, internodes 7–23
mm long; nodal scars c. 2 mm wide, stem surface covered in scat-
tered chestnut-brown scales. LEAVES c. 8 in the crown; sheaths
tubular, 60 x 9–14 mm, striate when dry, apically with 2 short tri-
angular auricles 4.5 x 3 mm, these soon disintegrating, the sheath
surface covered in dense caducous fimbriate-margined chestnut-
brown scales; petiole absent or to c. 9 cm long, triangular in cross
section, 2 mm wide, densely covered in fimbriate-margined
caducous chestnut-brown scales; blade narrow triangular, entire
bifid, plicate, matt mid green, 39–43 cm, with costa 20–23 cm
long, the lobes 17–20 cm long, 3.5–4.0 cm wide at the base, taper-
ing to 1 cm wide at the shallowly dentate tips; costa bearing
abundant caducous chestnut-brown scales, adaxial blade surface
with scattered brown punctiform scales both on and between the
ribs, abaxial surface with caducous fimbriate scales along ribs and
scattered punctiform brown scales between ribs. INFLORESCENCE

interfoliar, erect or sharply reflexed, much shorter than the leaves,
7–15 cm, branched to one order only; peduncle to 10 cm long, 3
mm diam. distally, densely covered with fimbriate dark brown
caducous scales; prophyll inserted to 10 mm above the base of the
peduncle, 46 x 6 mm, tattering and bearing caducous dark brown
scales; peduncular bract inserted c. 2 cm above the prophyll inser-
tion, 40 x 6 mm, tattering and scaly as the prophyll; rachis to 3
cm; rachillae 5–10, thick, short, 10–25 x 3 mm in liquid-preserved
specimen, the longest being the continuation of the rachis, rachilla
surface obscured by dense fimbriate scales. Triads borne congest-
ed ± throughout the rachilla length, partially obscured by the

scales and partially sunken in pits, the rachilla bracts rounded, c. 0.5
x 1 mm, forming the lower lips of the pits. STAMINATE FLOWERS at
anthesis c. 1.1 mm, spherical; sepals rounded, c. 0.8 mm diam., mar-
gins irregularly dentate or entire; petals ± free except at the very
base, broadly triangular, 1 x 1 mm, striate, glabrous; androecium
with 3 antepetalous stamens, filaments forming a fleshy ring c. 0.4
mm high, anthers didymous, 0.2 mm, ± sessile, introrse, connec-
tive c. 0.1 mm, staminodes scarcely visible as 3 minute triangular
lobes positioned between the anthers; pistillode scarcely visible.
PISTILLATE FLOWERS at anthesis 2 x 1.5 mm, briefly stalked; sepals
ovate, margins irregularly dentate, 1.2–1.5 x 0.9 mm; petals 1.5 x 1
mm, free, with thick triangular striate valvate tips, basally weakly
imbricate; staminodes 6, irregularly triangular, 0.1–0.75 mm, irreg-
ularly grouped at one side of the ovary or separated, if grouped then
connate; ovary spherical, c. 1.1 mm diam., stigmas eccentrically api-
cal, to 0.2 mm, basally connate. Immature FRUIT green, fusiform,
mature fruit cherry-red, ellipsoid, 17 x 7 mm; epicarp smooth, meso-
carp 1–2 mm thick, endocarp 0.4 mm thick with sparse
anastomosing fibres. SEED ellipsoid, 14 x 5 mm, embryo lateral.

NOTE. This species was at first confused with Dypsis
humbertii var. angustifolia (= D. angustifolia). The inflo-
rescences of both taxa are remarkably similar and unlike
other species of Dypsis in the few short fat rachillae
densely covered with hairs that obscure the flowers.
There are also similarities in habit and form of the
leaf. However, stamens in the new taxon are ante-
petalous, while in D. angustifolia they are antesepalous.

SPECIMENS SEEN. Maroantsetra: Masoala Peninsula, Hiaraka, Oct.
1986 (fl.), Dransfield et al. JD6362 (Holotype K, isotypes BH, MO,
P, TAN); Andranofotsy River, Sahavary, swamp at headwaters of
Sahafotra River, Feb. 1988 (fl.), Dransfield et al. JD6451 (K, MO,
NY, P, TAN). 

Dypsis pachyramea. Detail of crown with infructescence,
Masoala (Photo: B. Du Puy & D. Du Puy).
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Dypsis pachyramea, in the undergrowth of forest on the
Masoala Peninsula (Dransfield et al. JD6362).
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