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cies of Lactuca and Leontsdon, to this substance must be
attributed tLe real or pretended efficacy of these plants
against the bites of poisonous reptiles. From this circum.
stance arose the name of Scorzonera, a genus suffi-
ciently abundant in the South of Kurope, the name of
which is nothing more than « corruption of the Spanish
word escarzo, a viper, the plants of this genus having been
popularly adminjstered as remedies for the bite of that
animal, henee it is called also “ Viper’s-grass.”

529, LACTUCA. L. (Lettuce.)
Culiz imbricated, cylindric, margin (of the
segments) membranaceous, Receptacle naked,
Pappus stimple, stipitate. Seed even,

Vegetation partly similar to that of Sonchus. Flowers
vellow, more ravely blue.

Sercres. 1. L. elongata. L. longifolia? Mich. 2. *kirsuta.
Muhl Catal. Lowev part of the stem and leaves hirsutely
‘pilose, radical ones lyrate, segments truncate, subden-
tate, the upper leaves partly runcinate-pinnatifid; flowers
racemose, squama subulate. Han. In Pennsylvania. Pap-
Ppus stipitate . ¢. In Herb. Mubl. 3. graminifolia.

4. ¥ integrifoliu. Leaves subamplexicaule, ovate-oblong,
all entire, smooth; punicle few-lowered, branchlets squa-
mose; flowers large and blue. L. oblongifolia. T. N. in Fras.
Catal. Sonchus pulchellus. Pa. 2. p. 5U2. Has. On the

rassy alluvial soils of the Missouri and the lesser streams,
?rum the Arikarees to the Mountains. Allied to Sonchus
sibiricus, but the pappus is stipitate. Ons. Root peren-
sial. Stem 1and a half, to 2 feet high, dividing irregu-
larly ubove into a few-flowered, fastigiate panicle. Leaves
somewhat glaucous, very entire below, of an irregular,
clongated oblong form, stem leaves sometimes with a
single sctaceous tooth at the base. Flowers about the
size, and nearly the colour, of those of Cichorium Intybus.
Calix cylindric. Flowering in August and September.

Excepting the above, almost exclusively an European
genus containing 22 species. Scarcely a natural group, a
mere section of Sonchus? The native country of the com.
mon Sullad Lettuce (L. sativa) can now no longer be as.
certained.

530. SONCHUS. L. (Sow-Thistle.)
Calix imbricated, ventricose,  Receptacle na-
ked. Pappus pilese, sessile,



