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TWO NEW TAXA OF LACTUCA L. FROM SIKKIM HIMALAYA
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Two new taxa of genus Lactuca (Asteraceae) have been described:

'- INTRODUC TION

Lactuca pseudo umbrella D Malty & |

- G.G. Ma1t1 sp. nov. arcte affinis Lactuca
coopert  Ar 'thony, sed differt
dlmorphls _ cataphylhs

capitulis 14-20 hgulatls cypsehs 10-costis.

HOLOTYPUS Maiti & Sinha 2&485 A
(CAL) et ISOTYPI Mcutz & Smha 22485 B .
& C (BSHC) ' - (Flg 1)

Closely related to Lactuca cooperi

| Anthony, dlffermg in the d1morph1c leaves,

presence of cataphylls the biseriate, 13- 15

- 1nvolucral bracts, the 14-20 hgulate
capltulum and the 10 rlbbed cypselas

Deep rooted perennlal

with milky 1atex Cataphylls many, linear,

2-3 cm long, glabrous but sparsely hairy
Orbicular and
~deltoid --trlangular orbicular one 1-2. 5 X
1-2.5 cm or 2.7-4 x 2.2-4 cm, cordate at
‘base, entire to crenate or mlnutely and
d1stantly dentate along marglns rounded-._;ﬁ.,,
at apex; others 0. 3-0.5 x 0.2-0.5 cm or 1-2.8
'x 0.8 - 2.3 cm, cordate- hastate at base,

“above. Leaves dimorphic :

entire and tr1angular lobed along margms

folits
praesentibus,
bracteis 1nvolucra11bus 13 15 biseriatis,

. stemless '.
tufted herb, 6-7 cm or 10-15 cm in diam.,

acuteto obtuse at apex; both types
- herbaceous,
nerves (particularly towards base) on both-

brown glandular-scabrid on

the surfaces, blackish brown above when
dry, paler beneath, 3 plinerved at base;
lateral nerves slender, 3-4 pairs above the
basal, faint above, promment beneath,
ascendlng - semilarcuate; nervules
1nconsp1cuous above somewhat promlnent,_

beneath; petioles 1-5 x O. 1 0.25

'ﬂattened scattered - brown glandular-_-
~ scabrid. Inﬂorescence laxly or densely
corymblform with few to numerous
capitula; peduncles 0.5-4 cm long,

' ferruglnous brown or greyish- glandular -
- tomentellous to sparsely puberulous bract
solitary or two, position varies on the
'._T_-.---peduncles linear-lanceolate 3-7 x 0.7-0.8

mm, entire, obtuse and ciliate at apex.
C‘apztula cyhndrlc ca 2 x 1 cm, 14-20
flowered, homogamous, ligulate; 1nvolucral
bracts 13-15, biseriate, shortly connate at
base; the outer 5-6 linear-lanceolate,

'unequal 2-6 x 0.5-1 mm, entire acute to
obtuse,
ciliate towards
- _"1mbr1cat1ng, linear oblong, 15-17x 2-3 mm,

puberulous ont31de on midrib,
‘apex; - the inner 8-9,
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. Flg 1 (A-H) Lactuca pseudo umbrella D Malty & G G Ma1t1 var. pseudo umbrella LT
A-habit; B-capitulum; C-inner bract (dorsal face); D-outer bract (dorsal face); E-floret; F-stlgmatlc
braches G—cypsela H-pappus hair (Drawn by D. Maity from Maiti & Slnha 22485)
F1g 1. I-habit of Lactuca pseudo umbrella D. Maity & G G Maltl var chauham o
'* D.Maity & G.G. Maiti :
(Drawn by D. Malty from Smha & Shukla 20455)
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retuse to shallow notched' at apex scarious
along margins (the inner on es), hirsute on

midrib outside  ciliate at apex. Receptacle

convex, neCKeﬂ“ florets 14-15 mm long,
yellow; f{ube shghtly
higule; hgule unequally 5 fid at apex with
blackish tlp, anthers 2.5-3 mrn long, tailed,
blackish;

12-13 'mm long, glabrescent;;

numerous, black1sh

s’ arface
' oblong, ca 7 x 1

" narrowly

, dull brown at base, shining white
elsewhere, barbate-bristly, persistent.

 Flowering & Fruiting : J uly-—October

, Habztat - The species grows on the
open alpme “rocky slopes between
4000-4200m altltudes _ ' |

SYSTEMATIC TREATMENT

1. Lac tuca pseudo-umbrella D. Malty et G G.
“ :mantl var. pseudo umbrella -

INDIA : Slkklm ;

Spreczmen exammed

~ Muguthang, 31 Aug. 1991, Maiti & Sinha

22485A (CAL-Holotype); zbzd Maiti & Smha
22485 B&C(BSHC Isotypes). -

' 2. Lactuca pseudo-umbrella D. Malty & G.G.
Maiti var. chauham D. Malty et G.G. Maiti
var. nov. Lactuca cooperi sensu, Maiti,

- Shukla et Sinha (Ind. Jour. For 22(2) '91-92.
1999). non Anthony (Notes Royal Bot. Gard.

Edinbourgh 18 : 198. 1934),

a typo differt magmtudme parvmre 6 7 cm

- G.P. Sinha & B.K. Shukla 20455 A (CAL) et.
ISOTYPI G.P. Sinha & B. K Shukla 20455 B & "

C (BSHCO).

~,hort»zw than the

pollen spherical, echinate; stylef (BSHC-Isotypes);

<t gmatic  Rai 7356 (BSHC):;, Kupup, near Beland chu lake, ,

branc’hes equal to floret length, somewhat;f--?é 13186pt 1985, D. Cs. fiaju 4421 (BSHC),
flat/cened, ca 1 x 0.3 mm; barbs on outer
Achenesij;,. 1a Plant larger(lo 1 y em in d1am)
- mm,

subcompressed to triangular, narrowed at
both ends, contracted at the neck above,
strongly 10- ribbed; ribs hispid towards-._-___[f
“apex; yellow with dense blackish-brown

patches. Pappus biseriate, 11-13 mm long, ..

lefers from the typlcetl one by its smaller
size (6-7 cm aross) and flew. capltula (10-20). |

Specimens 'Exam ined : INDIA : Sikkim :

Kupup, 17 Sept, 1998 B.K. Shukla & A Maiti

18900 (BSHC); Kujpup, 17 Sept. 1998, G.P.

Sinha & B.K. Shukla 20455 A (CAL- Holotype):

ibid. G.P. Sinha & B.K. Shukla 20455 B&C
Kupttp, 20 Sept. 1986, S.K

Keey to t’he var1e1 ies :

capltula numerou s (more than ‘30) -

and numbe of involucral bracts, number of
florets per «apitulum and different characters of
cypselas, f.,ypselar beak including the number of
ribs. These new taxa are closely related to L.
cooperti Anthony (1934 [.c.) but can be easﬂy
differenfiated by the characters of leaves
involucral bracts, florets and achenes The _
ribbed and necked achenes is qulte dlstmct to

fall it under the genus Lactuca (Bremer, 1994).

Moreover, L. coopert Anthony is described with
ca 6 mvolucral bracts which is quite unnatural
and unusual to the genetlc characters of

__.-Lactuca

The spemﬁc epnthet is adOpted due to 1ts

'81m1lar appearance with the taxon Sorosez 1S
- umbrella Stebbins. | LT

- The varletal eplthet 1s adOpted based on _ .
the name of Dr. A.S. Chauhan, Scientist E,

Botanical Survey of India, Sikkim Hlmalayan o

Circle for his contribution to the floristic study
of Nerth East Indla |
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i ... VAT pSeudo- umbreZZa, o '.
-_ lb Plant smaller (6 7 cm in diam.), o
capltula few (up to 20) ................ var. chauhani .

_ Notes The spemﬁc dehmltatmn of Lactuca
and some alliesd genera is determined by the size



