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6. Fruit 3.5 em. long, 1.8 em. in diam., with perianth 1 em. high;
rachillae 5 mm. in diam. at middle. ew Guinea. R. dyscrita

Rhopaloblaste augusta (S. Kurz) H.
E. Moore, tr. nov.

Areca augusta S. Kurz, Journal of Bot·
any 13: 331, pI. 170. 1875.

Ptychoraphis augusta (S. Kurz) Bec
cari, Annales du Jardin Botanique
de Buitenzorg 2: 90. 1885.

Solitary, to 30 m. high or more, 30
em. in diam. at base, trunk brown or be
camini!: gray in age, clearly ringed.

Leaves about 10, to 4 m. long; sheath
about 60 em. long, gray-brown lepidote
tomentose; petiole very short, 10-11 em.
long; rachis densely pale-lepidote below
when young with interlocking lacerate·
fimbriate, brown-centered scales but be
comini!: merely brown-puncticulate in
age, glabrescent above in age but with
rusty or dark-brown to pale, twisted and
often lacerate, membranous scales per·
sisting in the angles at the base of pinnae
or elsewhere when protected; pinnae
90-100 on each side, pendulous, to 70
em. long, 3 em. wide, glabrous, dark
green, and shining above, very minutely
brown-puncticulate along all the nerves
and the midnerve with dark brown or
dull·brown, twisted, basifixed, membra
nous scales to 3 mm. long below.

Inflorescences usually 3-5, ringing the
trunk below the crown; lower bract gray
brown; peduncle ca. 5 em. long; rachis
densely brown floccose.lepidote, ca. 37
em. long with ca. 15 branches, the lower
two branches divaricate at about 900

from the rachis immediately above the
insertion of the upper bract, the third
similarly divaricate abaxially between
the first two, remaining branches mostly
decussately arranged laterally except the
uppermost few, each branch subtended
by a bract ranging from very prominent,
acute, and 6-7 em. long at the lowermost
to ca. 1 mm. long and liplike at the up-

permost; lowermost branches twice·
branched into rachillae to 36 em. long, 3
mm. in diam. at base (when dry), these
drying lined but not transversely rugose,
glabrous except for floccose scales at
margins of triads; bracts subtending the
triads very prominent and concealing the
buds in young stages, to ca. 2 mm. long
on inner side, prominent, rounded, and
decurved, the upper margin of the triad
elevated and liplike (when dry) at matur·
ity; bracteoles surrounding the pistillate
flowers subequal, imbricate, to 2.5 mm.
high, bracteoles of the staminate pairs
prominent.

Staminate flowers symmetric, green
ish outside, whitish inside, 6-7 mm. long
at anthesis; sepals ca. 3 mm. long, min·
utely ciliolate; petals spreading at anthe·
sis, ca. 5 mm. long, attached to a floral
receptacle 1 mm. long; stamens 6, fila
ments and anthers yellow; pistillode
conic, about half as long as the stamens,
yellowish: pistillate flowers green, 4.5-5
mm. long when dry, to 6 mm. long when
fresh; sepals 3-4 mm. long, very strongly
imbricate, the outer almost shell·like and
somewhat ridged, all with ciliolate mar·
gins; petals 4-4.5 mm. long, with only
the short, erect, valvate apices exserted
above the sepals at anthesis, but becom·
ing 7 mm. long in fruit; staminodes
united in a membranous, more or less
3·lobed ring; stigmas white, recurved
between the apices of petals.

Fruit ellipsoid, orange-red, 2.2-2.6
em. long including prominent beak 2
mm. high, 1.0-1.4 em. in diameter;
mesocarp thin, with flat fibers longitudi·
nally appressed against the fragile endo·
carp, this and the seed impressed over
the hilum; seed ellipsoid, rounded at
apex, 15-16 mID. long, 9-10 mm. in
diameter, vasculature much anastamosed.

Seedling with 2 bladeless leaves, the
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2. Rhopaloblaste augusta growing in the Botanic Gardens at Roseau, Dornincia (Bailey 711). Photo
by L. H. Bailey.
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eophyll with ca. 7 pinnae on each side,
rachis with shining castaneous membra
nous scales.

Distribution: icobar Islands.
Specimens examined: ICOBAR IS-

LANDS. KAMORTA: Feb. 1875, S. Kurz
s. n. (K, isotype; photo BH, neg. 4913
14); locality and date not stated, E. H.
Man s. n. (FI, Hh. Becc., Rec. Oct. 1886;
photo BH, neg. 3878-80). CULTIVA
TED. INDONESIA: Java, Botanic Gar
dens, Buitenzorg [Bogor] XII. E. 89, sub
no. 407 (FI, Hb. Becc.; photo BH, neg.
3881-83), same, April-May, 1936, C. X.
Furtado, S. F. N. 30946 (BH). CUBA:

Atkins Garden, Harvard University,
Soledad, Cienfuegos, 22 Feb. 1952, H. E.
Moore 6088 (BH). DOMINICA: Botanic
Gardens, Roseau, Feb.-Apr. 1922, L. H.
Bailey 711 (BH). PANAMA: Canal Zone
Experiment Gardens, Summit, Feb. 15,
1936, W. R. Lindsay s. n. (BH). TRINI

DAD: Royal Botanic Gardens, Port-of
Spain, Mar. 1922, L. H. Bailey 687
(BH); St. Clair Experiment Station,
April, 1923, W. E. Broadway 7030
(BH) .

Rhopaloblaste augusta is a palm that
deserves to be more widely grown for its
attractive foliage and bright fruits. The
general habit of the species is well exem
plified by the individuals in Fig. 2,
though in its native islands trunks may
attain a much greater height.

Rhopalohlaste Brassii H. E. Moore,
sp. nov.

Ab speciebus omnibus aliis Rhopalo
blastis differt fructibus 2 cm. longis, 1
1.3 cm. in diam., rachillis non rugosis
dense lepidotis, floribus masculis 4-4.5
mm.longis.

Stem solitary, dark brown or black,
concentrically ringed, sometimes with
residual leaf-sheaths below the crown
shaft, 8.5-10 cm. in diam. at base and
5-6 cm. in diam. below the purplish
green crownshaft.

Leaves 7-11, "rather flat spreading;"

sheath 62-70 cm. long, densely lepi
dote-tomentose; petiole 15-20 cm. long,
densely appressed lepidote-tomentose
below, densely lepidote with basifixed
membranous scales above; rachis 2.9-3.8
m. long, densely lepidote or dark-punc
ticulate below, densely lepidote above
with basifixed, twisted, castaneous, mem
branous, entire to lacerate scales or
densely puncticulate in age; pinnae
about 90 on each side, to 63 cm. long, 2.5
cm. wide, the midnerve prominent and
elevated on the upper surface, more or
less densely membranous-Iepidote, at
least near the base, with scales like those
of the upper surface of the rachis, the
midnerve and other nerves on lower sur
face brown-puncticulate, the midnerve
and sometimes the secondary nerves
also with basifixed or medifixed, dull
brown, twisted, membranous scales near
the base.

Inflorescence to 95 cm. long, 164 cm.
wide across lower branches, lower bract
ca. 37.5 cm. long, lowest branches to 80
cm. long, twice branched, ultimate ra
chillae to 55 cm. long, drying angled
but not rugose, 2.5-4 mm. in diameter
at base, rather densely beset with small,
thick, often branched, pale or red-brown
to black trichomes, these often expanded
apically and irregular in shape; bracts
subtending triads low, rounded, ca. 1
mm. high; bracteoles surrounding the
pistillate flowers subequal, imbricate,
1-1.5 mm. high.

Staminate flowers (Brass 7135) 4--4.5
mm. high, symmetric; sepals ca. 1.6 mm.
high; petals with very minute depres
sions giving the appearance of being
puncticulate; stamens 6; pistillode conic,
about as long as filaments.

Pistillate buds at staminate anthesis
(Brass 7135) ca. 3_5 mm. high with val
vate apices of petals evident; sepals 2-3
mm. high in fruit; petals 5-7 mm. high
in fruit; staminodes ca. 4, distinct.
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