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Palma altissima Miller
Roystonea altissima (Miller) H. E. Moore, tr. nov.
Palma altissima Miller, Gard. Diet. ed. 8. 1768.
Roystonea jamaicana L. H. Bailey, Gent. Herb. 3: 384. 1935.
Miller's "fourth sort" was described as:
"4. PALMA (Altissima) frondibus pinnatis, caudice aequali,
fructu minore. Palm-tree with winged leaves, an equal trunk, and
a smaller fruit. Palma altissima non spinosa, fructu pruniformi
minore racemoso sparso. Sloan. Cat. Jam. 176. The tallest Palmtree having no spines, and a smaller Plum-shaped fruit, growing
in long bunches scatteringly, commonly called the Cabbage-tree."
The royal palms of the West Indies were not well distinguished until
the present century, when Bailey studied them. Until 1935, the common
Jamaican royal palm had been considered the same as either the Barbados
royal, Roystonea oleracea, or the Cuban royal, R. regia. It is no wonder,
then, that Miller cited Sloane's species from Jamaica as a synonym of
Palma altissima but in his commentary on the species referred to Ligon's
account of the Barbados royal. Miller's epithet antedates all but one of
t.hose current in the genus, the exception being that of Roystonea oleracea
based on Areca oleracea Jacquin (1763).
An interpretation of Miller's species, lacking specimens, must be based
011 the Sloane reference given as a synonym. The synonymy provided by
Sloane in his Catalogus is misleading and should not be considered. The
expanded account in the second volume of the Natural History (p. 116),
however, together with the fruit illustrated in plate 215 of that work,
j::; sufficiently clear to identify Palma altissima with the montane Roystonea
\\"idely distributed in Jamaica, and not with the rare and difficult-of-access
morass royal of Jamaica, R. princeps, nor with the Barbadian R. oleracea.
Sloane wrote of the Cabbage-tree:
"This Sort of Palm has, at coming out of the Earth, a small Hill
or Protuberance made up of a great many round Ligulae, or
Thongs interwoven, as most others of this Kind; the Trunc its
self rises to a hundred or two hundred Foot high; it is about the
Thickness of one's Thigh, with a grey colour'd smooth Bark,
having some Marks or Vestigia of the fallen off Leaves on its
Surface. The Leaves are all round the Top, about fifteen Foot
long, the Pinnae are very green, several Foot long, and thick
set to the middle Rib; the Footstalk is five Foot long, and so
broad as to encompass or inclose the other Leaves Footstalks
above it at Top, for four or five Foot in Length, so that the
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outwardmost Leaves Footstalks inclosing those within it, and
they others, at last they all surround the Gemma or Germen,
which is the Leaves not yet sprouted, and this is what is cnJl'd
the Cabbage, which being kept from the Light and Air is very
tender and delicate. About five or six Foot, under the Leaves,
near the Top, comes out a Footstalk, three or four Foot long,
very strong and very much branch'd and having Twigs scatter'd
or sparse, it is set on very firmly round the whole Tree, being
hollow, broad, and swell'd there, and everyone of its Branches
or Twigs which come out from the main one alternatively, have
a round Swelling at their Division; the Berries or Fruit stick to
these Twigs without any Footstalk, are as big almost as HazleNuts, cover'd with a yellowish Skin; the Pulp is thin and insipid,
and incloses a Nut full of a white, sweet Kernel.
"They are very common in the mountainous and unfrequented
Parts of the Island, and because of their Heighth and Straightness
are ornamental, and suffer'd to grow when other Wood is fell'd.
Every Tree from which the Gemma or Cabbage is taken grows
no more, or being fell'd, therefore no wonder if these Trees are
scarce near Settlements, and plentiful in the North Side of this
Island. They grow likewise in all the Caribes."
The above account and the illustrated fruits with their constricted
bases characteristic of Roystonea jamaicana allow one to equate the two.
Regretably, therefore, R. jamaicana must give way to R. altissima as
the correct name for the montane royal palm of Jamaica.

Palma gracilis Miller
Bactris jamaicana L. H. Bailey, Gent. Herb. 4: 177. 1938.
Palma gracilis Miller, Gard. Diet. ed. 8. 1768 ('gracili') , non B. gracilis
Barbosa Rodrigues (1875).
Through a series of fortunate circumstances, the name currently used
for the prickly pole of Jamaica remains unmolested. Palma gracilis Miller
('gracili') clearly applies to this species, but the epithet is preoccupied
by Bactris gracilis Barbosa Rodrigues (1875). It was to Bactris jamaicana
that Swartz also gave the name Cocos acicularis (Prodromus 58. 1788),
but in the agenda and corrigenda of this same work (p. 151) he "corrected"
himself and referred the species to Bactris minor N. J. Jacquin (= Bactris
guineensis (Linnaeus) H. E. Moore) so that Cocos acicularis may be considered invalid as a name published in synonymy (ICBN Art. 34). Though
the Jamaican plants referred to by Swartz are Bactris jamaicana, the
names used by him are relegated to the synonymy of Bactris guineensis.

