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ABSTRACT
A second species of Chambeyronia, C. lepidota, and four mono typic genera from
New Caledonia, Alloschmidia glabrata, Lavoixia macTOcarpa, Mackeea magnifica, and
Veillonia alba, are described and illustrated as new arecoid palms.

The island of New Caledonia is noteworthy for the high percentage of endemisn
among its plants. The Palmae are no exception: the treatment of Beccari (192C
listed 14 genera and 25 species, all supposedly restricted to the island. Of thes(
one monotypic genus, Pritchardiopsis Becc., is now presumed extinct and Veitchi
arecina Becc. is thought to have been introduced from the New Hebrides.
Exploration directed toward an understanding of the palms of the island wa
begun in 1964 (Moore 1966) and continued in 1971 and 1972. From this fiek
work and the collections of L. Bernardi, L. Lavoix, H. S. MacKee, M. Schmic
and J-M. Veillon, together with earlier collections of the Expedition botaniqu
en Nouvelle Caledonie 1950-52 Mission Franco-Suisse (M. G. Baumann-Boder
heim, A. Guillaumin, H. Hiirlimann), much additional material has becom
available. Second species have already been described in Brongniartikentia Becc
Burretiokentia Pichi-Serm., and Cyphophoenix H. Wend!. ex Hook. f. (Moor
1969, 1976). Descriptions of several additional novelties have been held in mam
script pending completion of a study, now in preparation, on palms of Ne'
Caledonia. Exploration for horticultural material, however, has resulted in th
introduction of two or more undescribed palms and it has thus become desirabl
to provide names in advance of a comprehensive treatment. The Basselini
complex requires further field study and will be the subject of subsequer
publication, but a new species of Chambeyronia and four new genera are d,
scribed here: Alloschmidia, Lavoixia, Veillonia belong to the Clinostigma a
liance, and Mackeea to the Archontophoenix alliance (Moore 1973).
Chambeyronia lepidota H. E. Moore, sp. nov. (Fig. I)
Ab C. maerocarpa differt in inflorescentiis dense floccoso-Iepidotis petalis flor
masculi laevibus sepalis floris masculi longioribus saepe acuminatis.
Holotype: Moore, Brinon, Schmid, &- Veillon 9960.
Trunk 8-10 m high, 13-14 em in diam., more or less closely ringed, brown, tl
nodal scars not deeply indented, internodes 2.5-5 em long.
Leaves ca. 10, arcuate-spreading; sheath tubular, but with a shallow notc
opposite the petiole, 0.9-1 m long, green or whitish, but with a dense cover (
floccose, pale-tipped, red-brown-based scales and sometimes appearing near
red-brown, with prominent diagonal nerves; petiole ca. 45 em long, densely an
minutely brown-puncticulate; rachis more than I m long, brown-puncticulat'
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pinnae 28-34 on each side, regularly arranged in one plane, stiff, acute or veq
briefly bifid, the midrib, one lateral vein on e.ach side, and the marginal vein!
prominent above, lower surface and margins densely and minutely brown-lepidote
the midrib with dull, dark brown, medifixed, membranous ramenta near til(
base or toward the middle beneath" the lowermost pinnae to more than 60 err
long, ca. I cm wide, produced in prominent reins, median pinnae 0,9-Ll2 II
long, ca. 6 em wide, apical pinnae 20-25 em long, ca. 1.5 em wide.
Inflorescences 2-3 below the leaves, stiff, with a dense cover of gray or brown
floccose scales; prophyll ca. 60 cm long, 14 cm wide, densely pale floccose-lepidote
peduncular bract included within the prophyll, inserted close to it, thin, densel~
brown-floccose-lepidote; peduncle short, ca. 8 em long, 5-6 cm wide, 1.7 cm thid
at insertion of prophyll, the clasping base thickened abaxially; rachis ca. 12 err
long, with 8-10 branches, the lower once-branched into 2-5 rachillae, these stout
flexuous, angled, to ca. 40 cm long, 6-9 mm in diam.; bracts sub tending branche:
and rachillae low, rounded.
Flowers borne in triads nearly throughout the rachillae: staminate flower
asymmetrical to subsymmetrical, 7-10 mm long, pedicellate, with short, flat
marginally lepidote pedicels, axis in back of staminate flowers glabrous all(
straw-colored when dry; sepals 3, 5-8 mm high, rounded, irregular or the outer
most and often the next inner prominently and darkly keeled and sometime:
extended in an acuminate tip nearly equalling the petals, lateral margins ciliate
petals 3, 6-9 mm long, smooth when dry; stamens 30-40; pistillode lacking
pistillate flowers 10-II mm long in bud; sepals 3, 9-II mm long, acute, man
or Jess keeled, Iepidote externally with very small, pale-fimbriate, dark·centere<
scales; petals 3, lepidote like the sepals.
Fruit red at maturity, obovoid to ellipsoid, 2.5-3.4 cm long, 1.5-2.3 em in diam,
seed variable in shape, with homogeneous endosperm.
Specimens examined: NEW CALEDONIA: Contrefort nord-est du Mont Panie, foret humid
assez basse, 600-800 m, Ii Nov 1965, H. S. MacKee 13879 (P); Massif de Ton-Non (secteur sud:
foret humide tres dense, 80D-900 m, 21 Mar 1968, H. S. MacKee 18529 (P); wet forest, Roche
d'Ouaieme, between Hienghene and Tao, alt. ca. 900 m, 21 June 1971, H. E. Moore, Jr" M
Brinon, M. Schmid, & ].-M. Veillon 9960 (BH, holotype; NOV, P, isotypes); east slopes of Man
Panie, on trail from Tiaot to summit, alt. ca. 500 m, 23 June 1971, H. E. Moore, Jr., M. Brino~
M. Schmid, & J.·M. Veillon 9963 (BH, NOV, P); Mont Panie, en foret, assez commun entre 40
et 800 m, 18 Sept 1966, M. Schmid 1617 (BH, NOV); Mont Panie, en foret it kaoris vers 1400 n
alt., 19 Sept 1966, M. Schmid 1618 (BH, NOV); Inedete Ouest, 550-800 m, 25 June 1969, 1i1
Schmid 2902 (BH, NOV).

Chambeyronia lepidota differs from C. macrocarpa (Brongn.) Vieill. ex Bec(
in its gray or brown, densely floccose-lepidote, less branched, generally shorte
inflorescence, staminate flowers with petals not strongly nerved when dry ani
nearly equalled by the outer sepals, which are often prolonged in an acute tl
acuminate tip, fewer stamens, and lepidote sepals and petals of the pistillat
flower.
The fruit and seed of this species vary in shape from obovoid to ellipsoid aI1I
correspondingly in size in the same manner as fruit and seed of M. macrocarp(
which I interpret to include C. hookeri Becc. The last was separated by Beccal
(1920) on the basis of shape and size of fruit, larger staminate flowers, and pinna
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I. Cham.beyl"Ol1ia lepidota on Mont Panie (M·oore et al. 9963).

paler beneath, but the much more ample series of specimens available today, and
the occurrence of both fruit types in a single small population of otherwise
indistinguishable trees at Koinde (Moore & R. Lavoix 9975, 9976) suggest that we
are dealing with a rather widespread, variable species. Chambeymnia lepidota
has been considered by Veillon (1976, p. 169) under a manuscript name.

ALLOSCHMIDIA H. E. Moore, gen. nov.
Palmae monoeciae solitariae. Folia pinnata vaglOIs tubularibus viridibus.
Inflorescentiae infrafoliares prophyllo peclunculum omnino vaginante peclunculo
elongato abrupte recurvato cum rhachidi fere aequilongo. Flores in triadibus
clispositi staminibus floris masculi 6 filamentis in alabastro ad apicem inflexis
antheris clorsifixis pistilloclio floris masculi in alabastro quam staminibus paulo
Iongiore apice rotundato-triangulari. Fructus laevis stigmate apicali enclocarpio
minute alveolato operculato endospermio homogeneo embryone laterali.

